Eve of The Ascension of Our Lord
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Welcome to Our Guests

We give thanks to our risen Lord and Savior that you're with us to receive the gifts of forgiveness, life, and
salvation that our Lord won for us by His suffering, dying, and third-day rising! If we can assist you in any
way with questions about our confession of faith, personal spiritual struggles, understanding of our liturgical
service, or any other need, please let us know. Pastor is available to speak with you before the service in the
narthex (entrance at the rear of the sanctuary), or you can contact him on his cell phone at 607-972-5792. It
is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort you. The peace of Christ be with you!

Pastoral Care and Guests at the Lord’s Supper

We are concerned about the spiritual welfare of all who partake of the Lord’s Supper. If anyone eats and
drinks our Lord’s Body and Blood unworthily (that is, not believing what this meal is and the benefits it gives),
they eat and drink to their great spiritual harm. Therefore, we kindly ask that any who are not yet instructed,
are in doubt, or who hold to a belief different from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod (LCMS) would not commune today.

Those who confess oneness in doctrine with us and are members of this congregation or a sister
congregation of the LCMS are welcome to commune. If you are communing, an usher will invite you from
your pew to approach the rail. Pastor will then welcome you to the Lord’s Table and you can either kneel or
continue standing. You will be offered a cup that holds the Body of Christ. Take the cup and consume the
Lord’s Body. An elder will follow to pour the Lord’s Blood into that same cup. If you are not communing but
would like to receive a blessing, please come forward and cross your arms at the rail. If you have any
questions, please speak with Pastor or an elder before the service. Thank you!



Divine Service 1 - LSB 151

Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation: Up through Endless Ranks of Angels LSB 491
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

®] In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.

(P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 110:1, 4-5; antiphon: Psalm 47:5
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God has gone up | with a shout,*
the LorD with the sound of a | trumpet.
The LoRD says to my Lord: "Sit at my | right hand,*
until I make your enemies your | footstool.”
The LorD has sworn and will not | change his mind,*
“You are a priest forever after the order of Mel- | chizedek.”
The Lord is at your | right hand;*
he will shatter kings on the day | of his wrath.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
God has gone up | with a shout,*
the LorD with the sound of a | trumpet.

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9

Refrai
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb_ who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refiain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:  Sianza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al - le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain

A u Final Refrain

Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P} The Lord be with you.

)
And al - so with you.

P Let us pray.
Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens,
so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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First Reading Acts 1:1-11

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the
day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father
has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of
the earth.” And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a
cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two
men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6
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Christ has risen | from the dead.*
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and | honor.

He has given him dominion over the works | of his hands;*
he has put all things un- | der his feet.

Epistle Ephesians 1:15-23
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all
the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the

knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working
of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put
all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 952
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Romans 6:9

We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never | die again;*
death no longer has dominion | over him.
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - Ie - lu - ia!

.Matthew 28:20b

Behold, I am with you | always,*
to the end | of the age.

Text: Traditional

Tune: Fintan O'Carroll , d. 1977

Text: Public domain

Tune: © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002408

Holy Gospel Luke 24:44-53
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you,
that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be
fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is
written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance
and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you.
But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While he
blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing God.

(P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
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Sit

Hymn of the Day: Hail Thee, Festival Day
Refrain
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Ascension Hail thee, fes-ti-val day! Blest day to be hal-lowed for - ev - er;
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Day when our ris - en Lord Rose in the heav - ens to reign.

2 (choir) Daily the loveliness grows,
Adorned with the glory of blossom;
Heaven her gateway unbars,
Flinging her increase of light: Refrain
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Ascension Hail thee, fes-ti-val day! Blest day to be hal-lowed for -ev - er;
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Day when our ris - en Lord Rose in the heav - ens to reign.
4 (choir) Jesus, the health of the world,
Creator of all and redeemer,
Son of the Father supreme,
Only-begotten of God: Refrain
f Ref‘rﬂ{l fr— ‘
| [ | [ [ \ [
| [ [ | [ | N [ 1\ |
v [ | & A I I
| | 20 S ™ R — R - =
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Day when our ris - en Lord Rose in the heav - ens to reign.
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Ascension Halil thee, fes-ti-val day! Blest day to be hal-lowed for - ev - er;
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6 (choir) Praise to the giver of good!
O Lover and Author of concord,
Pour out Your balm on our days;
Order our ways in Your peace: Refrain

Refrain
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Ascension Hail thee, fes-ti-val day! Blest day to be hal-lowed for -ev - er;
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Day when our ris - en Lord Rose in the heav - ens to reign.

Text: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus, c. 530-609; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt., © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002408
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958, alt., Public domain



Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Sit
Offering Please sign the Record of Fellowship.

Stand
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Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

IR

Q@S’tb

. o6 ® * o oo |
[ 3
(P The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
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[P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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(P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of
His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew,
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I- body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I« blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Pax Domini John 20:19
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(P} The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.

:

A - men.

FAMB OF GOD
Agnus Dei John 1:29
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
Distribution Hymn: A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing LSB 493
Distribution Hymn: On Christ’s Ascension | Now Build LSB 492
Stand
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Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1-3, 42-43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8-10]
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the
Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days
of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
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(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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A - men.
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Hymn to Depart: Christ High-Ascended, Now in Glory Seated LSB 840
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To sign up to receive Grace’s weekly email newsletter, Spotfighter, please visit graceauburn.org/spotlighter.
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Church Notices

Encouraging Everyone
In our thoughts and prayers this week is Donna Geneseo. If you would like to send a card or note, the
address is: 1039 E Monroe Rd, Midland 48642.

Quilting in 2024

We continue our 2024 quilting sessions on May 13 and 20. We will continue to meet at the Gengler home
at 1625 Wilder Road, Auburn, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Please bring willing hearts and hands as well as a sack
lunch. We continue to strive for another successful year. Quilt top kits that have been completed will now be
gathered up for use in quilts. Thank you!

For Graduates And Their Families

Pastor and Deaconess have contacted some families about their children graduating this spring (8t Grade,
High School, or College), but despite their best efforts they sometimes miss people. If you have an 8% Grade,
High School, or College graduate this spring, please contact them: (Pastor: 607-972-5792 and Deaconess:
316-284-4251). We are putting together a special announcement with photos and brief bios to recognize our
graduates and to specifically pray for them on Sunday, May 19. We would love to have this information by
May 14. Thank you!

Pentecost Sunday

Sunday, May 19 is Pentecost Sunday! It's a beautiful day that we can wear red to celebrate the Holy Spirit
descending on the Church with tongues of fire! The Holy Spirit is continuing to descend and work in you and
me. Let's celebrate!

Fellowship Brunch May 19

Mark your calendars for Sunday, May 19! Whether you're a long-time member of GLC or just joined, here's
an opportunity for you and your family to get to know your Grace Family better! Following Divine Service
there will be a brief devotion in the gym followed by brunch. A signup sheet is on the Ushers' Desk in the
narthex if you are able to bring a breakfast casserole (egg, french toast, potato, etc.), fruit bowl, or a dessert.
Questions? Contact Teresa Yaeger (989-372-1779).

Gift Planning with LCMS Foundation

LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor Julie Burgess will present a gift planning workshop at Grace in
the library on Sunday, May 19, after the fellowship brunch. Questions? Contact Teresa Yaeger (989-372-
1779).

Overview of Alzheimer's

Everyone is invited to an Overview of Alzheimer's on Monday, May 20, from 6-7:30 p.m. at Grace in the
library. This presentation is free of charge. "Everyone is affected by Alzheimer’s or other Dementias in one
way or another. People either have some form of Dementia, know someone who has Dementia, or they are
caring for someone with Dementia. Come and join Bonnie Fritz, LPN and learn more about Alzheimer’s
Disease."
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